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The Latin Questionnaire model differs from other proposed because it employs a positive
threshold, which allows the selection of significant cases. This strategy is indispensable to
conduct preliminary epidemiological studies, offering the possibility of comparing collective
data of exposed working population with those not exposed to biomechanical overload.

The application of the Latin Questionnaire, in different productive sectors and in different
Countries, has achieved the objective of testing its applicability and thanks to the free
software of allowing statistical analysis of results, even for non-experts in epidemiology.
Examples of health surveillance results are presented with “Prevention and management of
MSDs in different work scenarios in 5 Latin American Countries.

Examples of health surveillance outcomes conducted with the Latin Questionnaire and their
management are presented here. The productive sectors involved are: -Colombia: plastic
products (Erica Zapata) -Equador: poultry slaughter plant (Leopoldo Suarez) -Costa Rica:
printing and packaging of products (Eugenia Herrera). -Peru: foundry (Mirko Pezoa)
-Mexico: new validation test (Jos¢é Horacio Tovalin) Target audience and limit All the
professional figures involved in occupational health surveillance.

The data presented indicate the importance of completing the clinical screening of workers
with a collective evaluation of results, comparing the percentages observed with reference
groups. This is important because, even in the absence of adequate risk assessment, the
significant excess of the positive thresholds demonstrates the presence of risk for the
anatomical area, for which the surplus is detected.
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